3

[image: image1.png]



Legislative Assembly of the  

Cayman Islands

    AMENDED
PRIVATE MEMBER’S MOTION NO. 24/2015-2016

Motion to establish a National Energy Policy and Sustainable 

Development Goals and to reduce reliance on fossil fuel

 
Whereas there is no promulgated National Energy Policy or Plan in the Cayman Islands;
And Whereas the Cayman Islands has international and regional obligations to reduce its carbon footprint, decrease its reliance on fossil fuel and to increase its use of renewable energy;
And Whereas renewable energy technologies promote human development by stimulating economic development, mitigating climate change, contributing to energy security and providing health benefits. 

Be It Therefore Resolved that Government considers as a matter of urgency:

1) the introduction and passage into law of the National Energy Policy which sets in place relevant Millennium Development Goals, Sustainable Development Goals and the climate change goals of the 2015 Paris Climate Conference within six months; and 

2) in framing the objectives of the National Energy Policy, the Committee should consider the following non-exhaustive suggestions.

a) setting a renewable energy target of 30% by 2020; 50% by 2025; 75% by 2030; 100% by 2035); and

b) performing an independent energy audit on all government buildings to be tabled at the Legislative Assembly and consider replacing all lights with LED lights in each, such work to be carried out by local companies; and 

c) (a) installing the maximum number of solar panels on the Government Administration Building (GAB); (b) creating a solar covered parking structure to cover the majority of the parking area at the GAB; (c) installing a reasonable amount of electric charging stations at the GAB; and (d) utilizing battery storage technology which proves to be economical and allows for emergency backup power while adding stability to the CUC grid; and

d) as part of a carbon emission reduction goal, aiming for 20% of all registered vehicles on the Cayman roads to be electric vehicles or hybrids by 2020 and to provide the necessary incentives to facilitate this goal, further reduce the import duty on each; 

e) ensuring appropriate solar power systems are provided to Caymanian households whose combined income falls below the poverty level identified in the Minimum Wage law and all government built homes by way of subsidy; and

f) implementing a strategy on the importation and use of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) and Compressed Natural Gas (CNG), as an alternative to propane and introduction of CNG stations as an alternative to petrol stations; and

g) creating further job opportunities and economic growth, by ensuring that those able bodied persons on social assistance and clients of the NWDA, students and other interested parties be given access to programmes such as the UCCI solar training programme in solar installation and ancillary services to support the renewable energy jobs created; and

h) recognizing one association as the professional association of the renewable energy industry, to set standards and liaise with Government, NGOs and Industry, whose membership should include a member of government and that any work done on government projects are done by members of the association; and

i) signing up for the 10 Island Challenge by the Carbon War Room; and

j) setting a long term strategy, advised by the ERA for the Consumer Owned Renewable Energy Programme (CORE) that is part of a sustainable development plan for the economic benefit of energy consumers which is communicated to all persons on the Cayman Islands but especially for new buildings; and

k) establishing a sustainable development policy for all new buildings in the Cayman

Islands to be built in a more eco-friendly manner to ensure energy and costs savings and reduce greenhouse gas effects. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a report be prepared and tabled in the Legislative Assembly.

Moved by:​
________________________________
Mr. Winston Connolly, Jr, MLA
Fifth Elected Member for George Town

Seconded by:​
_________________________________
​Mr. Alva H Suckoo, MLA
Fourth Elected Member for Bodden Town

Tabled in the Office of the Clerk this 31st day of March, 2016.

Passed as amended by the Cayman Islands Legislative Assembly this 5th day of May, 2016.

Clerk of the Legislative Assembly
